Education and Advocacy to Minimize Light Pollution

Early summer fireflies, glorious dark skies with nighttime views of the stars and planets, and the opportunity to just look up and see the core of our Milky Way galaxy on a clear night. These are available to us locally, a benefit of our location surrounded by national forest and devoid of heavy development. Did you know that 80% of Americans live in areas where there is no chance to see the Milky Way because the nighttime sky is polluted with reflected light from earth?

We have the opportunity to experience the same night sky that inspired our ancestors in science, religion, philosophy, art and literature.  With care and planning we can continue to enjoy this privilege that others can only dream about.

Excessive or poorly planned outdoor lighting, especially with increased development, has the potential to harm our health, the environment, wildlife, and our ability to find awe in the natural night. 

For example, early summer evenings bring dances of several species of fireflies. Streetlights, porch lights and anything else that disturbs or diminishes the natural state of darkness in our mountain fields and forests can alter firefly mating behavior, which in turn can affect their populations for generations. Other insects, amphibians, and birds are also affected, interfering with reproduction and migration. 

What can we do? 

· Shielding outdoor lighting, which focuses light to the ground where it is needed, saves energy and money, reduces our carbon footprint and helps protect the natural nighttime environment.  Fully shielded fixtures can pro­vide the same level of illumination as unshielded fixtures, but with lower cost and less energy waste. 

· Turn off indoor lights in office buildings or homes when not in use.

· Work with our neighbors and local government to keep the light on the ground and the skies natural. It’s a win-win for every­one, saving money while preserving a valuable natural resource.
For more information, see https://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/
